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At its core, gin is a simple neutral grain spirit. The liquid’s complexity and unique character come
from the addition of botanicals, which impart various flavors into the spirit during production.
While juniper berries are the most famous — and only mandatory — botanical used, distillers
implement a melange of other berries, seeds, fruits, herbs, spices, and roots to round out a gin’s

flavors.

The supporting ingredients and their influence vary from gin to gin, leading to a broad spectrum
of expressions and styles that practically demand categorical exploration. Because of this, it's
possible that those who claim they don't like gin simply haven't found a gin they like yet. But

where does a curious drinker begin to figure out what gin is their jam?
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Talking to a bartender or two to learn what they're into is a good place to start, particularly given
gin's breadth. To that end, we asked 15 bartenders to highlight the brands they'd recommend to
get into the aromatic spirit. Their responses provide a starting point for beginners, but they're
also a reflection of how eclectic gin can be, which ultimately makes it an exciting category to

explore.

“For gin, the best option for beginners really depends on what you're using it for. If you're just
dipping your toe in and don't love that classic juniper-forward flavor, St. George Terroir Gin is
fantastic. The orange zest shines, with the other botanicals supporting beautifully in the
background. For an all-around pick, I'd suggest Fords or Uncle Val's Botanical. Both are reliable,
versatile choices that cover all your gin needs.” —Sam Wood, owner and bartender, Adventure

Time Bar, Denver

UNCLE VAL'S / BOTANICAL GIN
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